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MeNair Middle wins national honor

Group awards
magnet school

for its efforts

BY KATE BRENNAN
FLORIDA TODAY

Melaoir Middle Magnet
School in Rocklodge recently
oarmed A national sward for its
innovative teaching stralegies,
studeni achievement nnd deseg-
reggntion effors.

Mugmat Schools of America, &
national organization, recently
nmmad Mehair a “School of Dis-
tinction™ and will honor the
schoo| at iis snnual conference bn
Lins Vegas in My,

MciNuir 1= one of five
schools in Brevard County and
the first to recebve o national
award for its magnel pm;nm
528 i perforiing eta, Jaach,

in o Ars,

sCience F:nd technology and nc-
celersted academic programs:
hiis recetved an A from the state
for the post three vears for smu-
dents” performance on the Flor-
?l Comprehensive Assessment

" said

“It's m hr?
ll:nl}' ara ﬂﬂ;Eh
of magnet
nl.-hm:-]u for Bruﬂud Public
Schools. It means they'w done
very, very weil in all the criteria
thal magnets set forh.”
McMalr, together with Cam-
Endesvor and Golfview
elemeniary schools, is in its Inst
?oul of a three-year, 86 million
ederal grant to expand magned
(L MELLS
Maggnet progroms began in e
1960s ns an aliernative to the
tuming of students under court-
ordered desegregation. By offer-
ing innovative programs not
ovailable st every school, mag-
nets hope o achieve diversity

lni oer-

Top honor. Mohiny Middle Magnet School in Rockledge mecently was
named @ “Schoo! of Distinction” by Magnet Schools of America,
Mcialr, with 478 students, Is one of five magnet schools in Brovard
Courty and (e first 1o fecale 8 naUonsl Bwand fof iLs magnet pro-

nnd boost enroliment by attract-
ing munjority students 1o schools
with high minority populations.

Before recelving the grant in
2004, McNakr e coperiend
a declining enroliment with
nbout 350 students, about 70 per-
ool who were minorities. Since
then, the seventh- through
12th-grade school Has incrensed
its sivdent enrollmant by mons
than & third and nearly balnnced
it mimrity-mnjarty mitio,

In fmct, more students applied
fo ittend McMair next jypear than
there are openings, creating the
schiool's firet waliing list - a very
encouraging sign, sald the
school's principal Rosetie

“We're thrilled here at
MeNair. I'm still
pinching myselfto
make sure it's real.”
Rosette [ b Brona.
MeNuir principol

I.ipl:l:umh -Brown, Nearly 300
siudemnis fovr st it
134 openings, mostly in the

SOLET

“When we work 10gether 1o &
common gonl, we usually gpet
ﬂgl regualts,” Lipsoomb-Brown

Aloicoim Ceresmans. FLOSDN, TODAY

igram. Back row, from keft, are magnet coordinating teacher Kathy
Latt, Principasd Fosette Lipscomb-Brown snd magnit coondinating
teacher Car Hupes. Front row, from lefl, are students Sarsh Telesca,
Jasming Merdan and Freddy Femaner.

The grant has helped the
school copver i m Enton Fast fact
dunce sltudio, with minnrrd O 1he myare than 1,800
walls, padded r mmisgirat schools of magnet
cise bars. i has olso projrams nsiomwide, Mag-

for two new leachers, o H!W’
mairgues, decorative m-

rals, classroom technolbogy, cam- S0 olther “Schools of Exoal
mrrdm and student 1rips 1o lance” or “Schoots of Dis-
theatrical performances. tinction™ last year, socond

ing to & letter Mchair re-

Lipscomb-Brown sald the phophphsinadel sl

award is m tribate to the team-

work of the school's dedicated o,
teachers and staff. Online
“We're thrilled here al For mone indormastion about

sitill

Mchair,” she said. “I'm Brosand Pubia: Schidls o

pEnchiing myRer oo mioe sune ik the county’s, five magne!

real."m schoals, vist

= btz Aloridatodaygeom
hrannan@foddatnday com,




